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observation was within striking distance, and Salabut
Jung with forty thousand men was within fifteen miles
of his camp. Conflans surrendered with five hundred
Europeans, two thousand five hundred and thirty-seven
sepoys, and a hundred and twenty guns; and Forde
had much difficulty in disposing of the prisoners, who
far outnumbered his own men. The results of the
expedition equalled Olive's most sanguine expectations.
It distracted the attention of the French while they
were preparing for the siege of Madras; it kept in the
Deccan one thousand Europeans and three thousand
native troops, who would otherwise have joined Lally ;
it led to the cession of Masulipatam and the Northern
Circars to England, and replaced French by British
influence at the court of the Nizam. The storming of
Masulipatam is one of the most daring feats of arms on
record; and it is related that the gallantry displayed by
the sepoys during the assault was equal to that of their
European comrades. And yet, strange to say, the
Englishman who had rivalled the best exploits of
Charles the Twelfth, though strongly recommended
by Olive, received no mark of distinction from the
Company or from the country he had served so welL
Forde's expedition emptied Fort William of stores and
ammunition ; and, when it sailed, only two hundred and
eighty Europeans, and those "the very scum of the
men," remained for the defence of the settlement. With
such scant resources, and the magic of his name, Olive
prepared to govern Bengal. The small force was made
up of detachments from the three settlements, and Olive's
decision to form them into one corps led to the resigna-
tion of some of the Bengal officers. Yet, in these